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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent convenience for the sales of 
software and w/ork via a line from being impaired, to 
prevent the unauthorized copy of them from being 
performed v^ithout requiring a complicated procedure and 
to easily cope with trial for a certain period. 

CONSTITUTION: A marketable product 13 of 
softwareAvork on which a lock/ destruction processing 
means 12 is provided and a key are sent to the purchased 
terminal equipment 10 of a user via a communication 
channel. Purchased software, etc., can be used by 
unlocking in the terminal equipment 10. When an 
expiration date arrives, the software or work is 
automatically locked or destroyed, then, an operation 
can be stopped. The user receivs a new key or 
marketable product 6 requesting update to a managing 
device 20 by a continuous use request processing means 
14, and continues the use of the purchased software or 
work until the next expiration date by unlocking the key 
by an unlocking/reuse processing means 15. Such 



operation is continued as far as the software or work is 
used continuously. 
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